
Deep Dive Humility Talk
Donnie Davis



Thank you

• Wonderful to see the deep dive initiative and to have a chance to 
participate!



Prior high points

• Review 
• Daryl 
• Micah 
• Corey 
• Missionaries



Three Points

• The ineffectual domino 
• The effectual domino 
• How do we tip the domino?



What is the Most Important Problem? 

Not the C.S. Lewis problem



Lewis Quote

“Do not imagine that if you meet a really humble man he will be what 
most people call ‘humble’ nowadays: he will not be a sort of greasy, 
smarmy person, who is always telling you that, of course, he is nobody. 
Probably all you will think about him is that he seemed a cheerful, 
intelligent chap who took a real interest in what you said to him. If you do 
dislike him it will be because you feel a little envious of anyone who seems 
to enjoy life so easily. He will not be thinking about humility: he will not be 
thinking about himself at all. If anyone would like to acquire humility, I 
can, I think, tell him the first step. The first step is to realize that one is 
proud. And a biggish step, too. At least, nothing whatever can be done 
before it. If you think you are not conceited, it means you are very 
conceited indeed.” 



Problems of Integrity

• For example, make sure to see someone through various seasons. 
• The big eye in the sky don’t lie. 
• Jesus seemed to have (and encourage) a positive accountability to the 

Father



Stuck at two major problems

• Selling something people don’t want. 
• Can we change a trait much?  
• If we focus on a situation, which one is most important? 
• E.g., “I am a mile away, should I go right or left?”



Two Possibilities

• Normal problems 
• Spiritual formation



The Right Domino

• What is the most important point of leverage? 



Caveat

• This could just be my problem.



Philippians 2

• So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in 
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,
[a] 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to 
be grasped,[b] 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,[c] being born in 
the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God 
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29380a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29381b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29382c


State it and Rate it Story



Fear, Humility may not be good for us

• Positive psychology storylines 
• But won’t takers exploit the givers? 
• The speed of trust (the joy of trust) 
• What if we are morally sick or worse? 
• Story of person who rejects God’s practical help (helicopter, boat, etc.) 

• “There is no one who will really look out for my interests better than 
me.”



Healing

• We need expertise on the process 
• E.g., Catherine



Part 3-Humility Expertise



Expertise 

• Chess, we sharpen our short-term memory 
• Hitting like Tony Gwynn 
• Conforming into the image of Jesus 
• Forming a culture (e.g., think of a team culture)



An example

• Learning to turn around



Hebrews 12
12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin 
which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at 
the right hand of the throne of God.3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you 
may not grow weary or fainthearted. 4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding 
your blood. 5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons?“My son, do not regard lightly the 
discipline of the Lord,nor be weary when reproved by him.6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,and chastises 
every son whom he receives.”7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is 
there whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you 
are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected 
them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as 
it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all 
discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have 
been trained by it.12 Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, 13 and make straight paths for 
your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed. 14 Strive for peace with everyone, and 
for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that 
no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; 16 that no one is sexually 
immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. 17 For you know that afterward, when he desired 
to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears.



Status and Rank

• Matthew 20:20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, 
and kneeling before him she asked him for something. 21 And he said to her, “What do 
you want?” She said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at your 
right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” 22 Jesus answered, “You do not 
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?” They 
said to him, “We are able.” 23 He said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my 
right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has 
been prepared by my Father.” 24 And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at 
the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers 
of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over 
them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must 
be your servant,[c] 27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave,
[d] 28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2020&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23816c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2020&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23817d


Self-sufficiency

• Perspective of “fear of the Lord.” 
• There is a God; I am not God; therefore, my perspective is limited. 
• Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding…” 
• Story of light.



Selfishness, James 4
What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions[a] are at war within you?
[b] 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, 
because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4 You 
adulterous people![c] Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes 
to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture 
says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it 
says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to 
mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.11 Do not speak evil 
against one another, brothers.[d] The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the 
law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is only one lawgiver 
and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor?13 Come now, you who 
say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”
— 14 yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time 
and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in 
your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+4&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30322a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+4&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30322b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+4&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30325c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+4&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30332d


Perfectionism and overperformance

• 25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, 
and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor 
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of 
more value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to 
his span of life?[g] 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all 
his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the 
field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much 
more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What 
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles 
seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them 
all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be added to you.34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23310g


Greed

• Matthew 25:14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants[c] and entrusted to them his 
property. 15 To one he gave five talents,[d] to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then 
he went away. 16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents 
more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went 
and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 Now after a long time the master of those servants came 
and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents 
more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ 21 His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.[e] You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter 
into the joy of your master.’ 22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to 
me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 He also 
who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did 
not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I 
reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money 
with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent 
from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have 
an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless 
servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25&version=ESV


Self-righteousness
Matthew 18:23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his servants.[g] 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed 
him ten thousand talents.[h] 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, 
with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant[i] fell 
on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of 
pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that 
same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii,
[j] and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant 
fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and 
went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what 
had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all 
that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy 
on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the 
jailers,[k] until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of 
you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23748g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23749h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23751i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23753j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23759k


Sensitive to criticism/suffering

• Story of Jesus being falsely accused



Anchoring 

• We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that 
enters into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has 
gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest 
forever after the order of Melchizedek.



Romans 8
• Future Glory-18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For 

the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, 
but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom 
of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until 
now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he 
sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know 
what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because[g] the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that for those who 
love God all things work together for good,[h] for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he 
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

• God's Everlasting Love31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be[i] against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son 
but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is 
God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed is interceding for us.[j] 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written,“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;     we are regarded as sheep to 
be slaughtered.”37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28128g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28129h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28132i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28135j


There are in life but two things to be sought, love and power, and no 
one has both” 

~Inscription in the Libyan Dessert





Romans 8
• Life in the Spirit 

• 8 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.[a] 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you[b] free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness 
of sinful flesh and for sin,[c] he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, 
but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it 
cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

• 9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus[d] from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

• Heirs with Christ 

• 12 So then, brothers,[e] we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons[f] of God. 15 For you did 
not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

• Future Glory 

• 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him 
who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what 
we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

• 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because[g] the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good,[h] for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might 
be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

• God's Everlasting Love 

• 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be[i] against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who 
justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.[j] 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 

• “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

• 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Romans 12
• A Living Sacrifice 

• 12 I appeal to you therefore, brothers,[a] by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 
is your spiritual worship.[b] 2 Do not be conformed to this world,[c] but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you 
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.[d] 

• Gifts of Grace 

• 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members,[e] and the members do 
not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that 
differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who 
teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads,[f] with zeal; the 
one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

• Marks of the True Christian 

• 9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 
showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit,[g] serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 
prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

• 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in 
harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.[h] Never be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, 
but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never 
avenge yourselves, but leave it[i] to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if 
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
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Ephesians 3
• The Mystery of the Gospel Revealed 

• 3 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship 
of God's grace that was given to me for you, 3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4 When 
you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to the sons of men in other 
generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is[a] that the Gentiles are fellow 
heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

• 7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given me by the working of his power. 8 To 
me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to 
bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in[b] God, who created all things, 10 so that through the church 
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was according to 
the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through 
our faith in him. 13 So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory. 

• Prayer for Spiritual Strength 

• 14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family[c] in heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according 
to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God. 

• 20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
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Eph 4
• Unity in the Body of Christ 

• 4 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 
with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to 
your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure 
of Christ's gift. 8 Therefore it says, 

• “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, 
    and he gave gifts to men.”[a] 

• 9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower regions, the earth?[b] 10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all 
the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds[c] and teachers,[d] 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood,[e] to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 
schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by 
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

• The New Life 

• 17 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. 18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from 
the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 19 They have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice 
every kind of impurity. 20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your 
old self,[f] which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new 
self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 

• 25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go 
down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. 28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have 
something to share with anyone in need. 29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to 
those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander 
be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.
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Eph 5
• Walk in Love 

• 5 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

• 3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. 4 Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude 
joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 5 For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an 
idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience. 7 Therefore do not become partners with them; 8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light 
is found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it 
is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore 
it says, 

• “Awake, O sleeper, 
    and arise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.” 

• 15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the 
will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another out 
of reverence for Christ. 

• Wives and Husbands 

• 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now 
as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. 

• 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the 
word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.[a] 28 In the same 
way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ 
does the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This 
mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her 
husband.
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Eph 6
• Children and Parents 

• 6 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well with you and that 
you may live long in the land.” 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

• Bondservants and Masters 

• 5 Bondservants,[a] obey your earthly masters[b] with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you would Christ, 6 not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as 
bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man, 8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he 
will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a bondservant or is free. 9 Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who is both their Master[c] and 
yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him. 

• The Whole Armor of God 

• 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having 
fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all 
circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 19 and also 
for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as 
I ought to speak. 

• Final Greetings 

• 21 So that you also may know how I am and what I am doing, Tychicus the beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord will tell you everything. 22 I have sent him to you for this 
very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage your hearts. 

• 23 Peace be to the brothers,[d] and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible.
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Matthew 25

• The Parable of the Talents 

• 14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants[c] and entrusted to them his property. 15 To 
one he gave five talents,[d] to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He 
who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17 So also he 
who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the 
ground and hid his master's money. 19 Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts 
with them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, 
you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good 
and faithful servant.[e] You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 
master.’ 22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; 
here, I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 He also who had received the one 
talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is 
yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not 
sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at 
my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him 
who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the 
one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In 
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
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Philippians 2

• So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in 
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,
[a] 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to 
be grasped,[b] 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,[c] being born in 
the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God 
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.
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Colossians

• The Preeminence of Christ 
• 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by[f] him all things 

were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He 
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of 
his cross. 

• 21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now 
reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless 
and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not 
shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all 
creation[g] under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.
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Colossians 3

• Put On the New Self 

• 3 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand 
of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life 
is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your[a] life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

• 5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you:[b] sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming.[c] 7 In these you too once walked, 
when you were living in them. 8 But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk 
from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self[d] with its 
practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11 Here 
there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,[e] free; but Christ is all, and in 
all. 

• 12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together 
in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. 
And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever 
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
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Matthew 19

• The Rich Young Man 

• 16 And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” 17 And he 
said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. If you would enter life, keep 
the commandments.” 18 He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder, You shall not commit 
adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, 19 Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 20 The young man said to him, “All these I have kept. What do I still lack?” 21 Jesus said to 
him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow me.” 22 When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 

• 23 And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to 
enter the kingdom of God.” 25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be 
saved?” 26 But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible.” 27 Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left everything and followed you. What then will we 
have?” 28 Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world,[b] when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious 
throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And 
everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, will 
receive a hundredfold[c] and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.
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Matthew 20

• Laborers in the Vineyard 
• 20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire 

laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius[a] a day, he sent them into his 
vineyard. 3 And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to 
them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going 
out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the eleventh hour he 
went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They 
said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8 And when 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their 
wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, 
each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive 
more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of 
the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am 
doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. I 
choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’[b] 16 So the last will be first, and the first last.”
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Matthew 5

• See below



Matthew 7

• Build Your House on the Rock 
• 24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will 

be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, 
and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but 
it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26 And 
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will 
be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain 
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that 
house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”



John 3

• John the Baptist Exalts Christ 
• 22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he remained 

there with them and was baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, 
because water was plentiful there, and people were coming and being 
baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put in prison). 

• 25 Now a discussion arose between some of John's disciples and a Jew 
over purification. 26 And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with 
you across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are 
going to him.” 27 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is 
given him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the 
Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the bride is the 
bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly 
at the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must 
increase, but I must decrease.”[j]
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John 5

• Witnesses to Jesus 

• 30 “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but the 
will of him who sent me. 31 If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not true. 32 There is another who 
bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony that he bears about me is true. 33 You sent to John, and he 
has borne witness to the truth. 34 Not that the testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that 
you may be saved. 35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his 
light. 36 But the testimony that I have is greater than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to 
accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father 
who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice you have never heard, his form you have never 
seen, 38 and you do not have his word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent. 39 You search 
the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about 
me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. 41 I do not receive glory from people. 42 But I know that 
you do not have the love of God within you. 43 I have come in my Father's name, and you do not receive me. If 
another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 44 How can you believe, when you receive glory from one 
another and do not seek the glory that comes from the only God? 45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. 
There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 46 For if you believed Moses, you would 
believe me; for he wrote of me. 47 But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe my words?”



John 13
• Jesus Washes the Disciples' Feet 

• 13 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 
from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his 
waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped 
around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you 
do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered 
him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet,[a] but is completely clean. 
And you[b] are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are 
clean.” 

• 12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what 
I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done 
to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant[c] is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent 
him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. 
But the Scripture will be fulfilled,[d] ‘He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am telling you this now, before it takes 
place, that when it does take place you may believe that I am he. 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send 
receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.”
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John 15
• I Am the True Vine 

• 15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he 
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and 
the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my 
love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have 
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 

• 12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants,[a] for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but 
I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you 
that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I 
command you, so that you will love one another. 

• The Hatred of the World 

• 18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you 
are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than 
his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these things they will do to you on 
account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of sin,[b] but 
now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 24 If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would 
not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me and my Father. 25 But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me 
without a cause.’ 

• 26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about 
me. 27 And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning.
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John 16

• I Have Overcome the World 
• 25 “I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no 

longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. 26 In that day 
you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; 27 for 
the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from 
God.[a] 28 I came from the Father and have come into the world, and now I am leaving the 
world and going to the Father.” 

• 29 His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech! 30 Now 
we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this is why we 
believe that you came from God.” 31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now 
believe? 32 Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each 
to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. 33 I 
have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”
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John 17
• The High Priestly Prayer 

• 17 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify 
you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know 
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And 
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 

• 6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7 Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received 
them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the 
world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be 
one, even as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has 
been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that 
they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I 
am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.[a] 16 They are not of the world, just as 
I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them[b] in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for 
their sake I consecrate myself,[c] that they also may be sanctified[d] in truth. 

• 20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and 
I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that 
they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me 
and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you 
have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, 
and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have 
loved me may be in them, and I in them.”
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John 19

• Jesus Delivered to Be Crucified 

• 19 Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his 
head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3 They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with 
their hands. 4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find 
no guilt in him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold 
the man!” 6 When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to 
them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” 7 The Jews[a] answered him, “We have a law, 
and according to that law he ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.” 8 When Pilate heard this 
statement, he was even more afraid. 9 He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” 
But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have 
authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me 
at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 

• 12 From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are not Caesar's 
friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” 13 So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus 
out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic[b] Gabbatha. 14 Now it 
was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour.[c] He said to the Jews, “Behold your 
King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” 
The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16 So he delivered him over to them to be crucified.
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John 21

• Jesus and Peter 

• 15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than 
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a 
second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to 
him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved 
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to 
dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another 
will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to 
glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

• Jesus and the Beloved Apostle 

• 20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who also had leaned back against 
him during the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” 21 When Peter saw him, he said to 
Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to 
you? You follow me!” 23 So the saying spread abroad among the brothers[b] that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus 
did not say to him that he was not to die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?”
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2 cor 12

• Paul's Visions and His Thorn 
• 12 I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to visions 

and revelations of the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third 
heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 3 And I know that this man 
was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— 4 and 
he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. 5 On behalf of this man I will boast, but 
on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses— 6 though if I should wish to boast, I would 
not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth; but I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of 
me than he sees in me or hears from me. 7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the 
surpassing greatness of the revelations,[a] a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to 
harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that 
it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
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Hebrews 6

• The Certainty of God's Promise 
• 13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by 

whom to swear, he swore by himself, 14 saying, “Surely I will bless you and 
multiply you.” 15 And thus Abraham,[b] having patiently waited, obtained the 
promise. 16 For people swear by something greater than themselves, and in all 
their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. 17 So when God desired to show 
more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of 
his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable 
things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge 
might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. 19 We 
have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the 
inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our 
behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.
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Hebrews 12

• A Kingdom That Cannot Be Shaken 
• 18 For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a 

tempest 19 and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further 
messages be spoken to them. 20 For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast 
touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I 
tremble with fear.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly[a] of the firstborn who 
are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better 
word than the blood of Abel. 

• 25 See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him 
who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. 26 At 
that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the 
earth but also the heavens.” 27 This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of things that are 
shaken—that is, things that have been made—in order that the things that cannot be shaken may 
remain. 28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us 
offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a consuming fire.
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James 4
• Warning Against Worldliness 

• 4 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions[a] are at war within you?[b] 2 You desire 
and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not 
ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4 You adulterous people![c] Do you not 
know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made 
to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit 
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse 
your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be 
turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 

• 11 Do not speak evil against one another, brothers.[d] The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against 
the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is only one lawgiver 
and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor? 

• Boasting About Tomorrow 

• 13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a 
profit”— 14 yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and 
then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your 
arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.
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Philippians 3
• Righteousness Through Faith in Christ 

• 3 Finally, my brothers,[a] rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you. 

• 2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of 
God[b] and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— 4 though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks 
he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,[c] blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I 
counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake 
I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him 
and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead. 

• Straining Toward the Goal 

• 12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I 
do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward 
the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think 
otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained. 

• 17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told 
you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their 
shame, with minds set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our 
lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.
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Phillipians 4

• 8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things. 9 What you have learned[e] and received and heard and seen in me—practice these 
things, and the God of peace will be with you. 

• God's Provision 
• 10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed 

concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have 
learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to 
abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance 
and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

• 14 Yet it was kind of you to share[f] my trouble. 15 And you Philippians yourselves know that in the 
beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and 
receiving, except you only. 16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. 17 Not 
that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit.[g] 18 I have received full payment, and 
more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a 
sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.
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1 Peter 4

• 1 Peter 4:12: Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has 
come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening 
to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be 

overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are 

blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or 

thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be 

ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s 

household; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of 

God? 18 And,“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”

[a]19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator 

and continue to do good. 
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